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Minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held at  
Groombridge Old Station on Monday 9th August at 6.45pm 

 
PRESENT:  Cllrs Robert Gordon-James, Diana Kelly, Jill Pardey, 

Chris Pope, Marcus Tarling (Chair). 
 
In attendance:  Natalie Brett –Assistant Clerk (Minutes) 
 Debbie Siddle – The Clerk 
   

Members of the public are encouraged to come to the meetings and there is a 10 
minute opportunity at the start of the meeting for them to address the Planning 
Committee. There were two members of the public in attendance in person, one from 
the beginning of the meeting and one from 6.2. There were no virtual members of 
the public. 
 
The first resident read the following objection that they had been submitted to 
Wealden District Council for application WD/2021/1699/MAO. 
 
I am the owner of Cooks Corner Farmhouse the corner of London Road and Gillridge 
Lane. the proposal does not directly abut my property but its impact will most 
certainly be relevant.  I most definitely Object to the proposal.  
 
Foremost is the fact that the site is entirely Within the AONB and outside the 
Development Boundary. Access has to be made by demolishing a perfectly good 
house which fits in well with its neighbouring properties. Approval of another estate 
within the AONB would be another wedge leading to yet more applications along 
London Road and probably Gilridge Lane — it opens a Pandora's Box. 
 
Since farming ceased on the old Cooks Comer Farm site there have been a plethora 
of applications to develop the land, some have been approved. Bit by bit the 
buildings on the old farm have increased and its nature and activity has changed 
from rural to commercial. Some applications suggest that they are In keeping with 
the style and scope of the properties next to them. This application is clearly not 
even attempting that deceit, its high density housing in a virgin field inside the AONB 
Which is currently lined on the road side by country style properties. It is totally out of 
keeping with these neighbourhood houses and most certainly would have an 
appalling and adverse effect on those houses' visual and residential amenity. The 
AONB is most certainly not “conserved and enhanced". In addition to those specific 
houses, all of us in the area will be detrimentally affected give our reasonable view 
that the positioning of the AONB boundary was meant to give us reassurance about 
future developments not ruining the end amenity of the properties in which we were 
investing. The AONB boundary must be protected from speculative development.  
Along London Road between Wood and Court Gardens (a distance of no more than 
400 metres). there are already four other roads (Gillridge Lane — ever increasing 
traffic, Ghyll Road. Norbury Close and Pleasant View Road). This proposal will add 
yet another road with a major flow of traffic joining and leaving London Road which in 
this area is already dangerous with limited fields of vision and an increasing by 
commuters short cutting the A26. London Road itself was never designed to cope 
safely with this level of traffic. I find it difficult to believe that this new development 
would not warrant the need for traffic light control or similar somewhere in that 400 
metre stretch. This would be totally inappropriate for what is supposed to be a 
country road servicing residential country style dwellings.  
 
I also believe Habitat Regulations are applicable and require very careful analysis of 
any proposal, as does evaluation of water and the ability of drainage to cope. We are  
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already asked to avoid getting rain run-off water into the mains drainage, a new 
estate would add considerably to the problem - Who Will pay to upgrade London 
Road Drainage and live with the problem of it not being done. I already have a sump 
pump in my cellar due to flooding created by adjacent development. In summary I 
strongly believe this project should be clearly and forcefully rejected at the is stage 
and not be allowed to go to the detailed stages of consideration. 
 
The resident was thanked for their detailed and concise comments and the meeting 
opened. There were no question. 
 
1. ENQUIRE WHETHER ANYONE PRESENT INTENDS TO FILM, 

PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR RECORD THE MEETING: None. 
 

2. APOLOGIES – Cllr Andrew Fane 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - None 
 

It was agreed to move 6.1 to this part of the agenda to accommodate the 

members of the public. 
 

6.1 WD/2021/1699/MAO LAND AT COOKS CORNER FARM TO THE REAR OF 
AMBLESTONE, LONDON ROAD, CROWBOROUGH Description: OUTLINE 
APPLICATION FOR THE DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING, ERECTION OF UP TO 31 DWELLINGS AND CREATION OF 
NEW ACCESS. (Expiry date for comments: 12th August 2021) 

Link to documents on web: 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154602 

 

The Assistant Clerk was asked to write to the Planning Officer to advise that 

the planning notice has been sited at the wrong location. 

 

The committee agreed with and supported the comments made by the 

resident in attendance.  

 

The traffic survey which was taken on a Sunday during lock down was 

believed severely floored, furthermore it was noted that there was no mention 

of the effects of vehicle movements on the Ashdown Forest. It was also noted 

that the Parish Council had sited a Speed Indicator Device (SID) along 

London Road, close to this application. The SID aids traffic calming, speed 

reduction and safety following agreement for its need in this location by East 

Sussex Highways. It was agreed that the issues of queuing traffic that is 

already at unacceptable levels at the Crowborough Cross would be 

significantly increased. 

 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are designated to protect valuable 

landscapes (taken from Countryside and Rights of Way act 2000) and it 

places a statutory duty on any public body to protect and enhance the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and habitats within (Habitat’s regulations). This 

application which sits within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty would 

bring about a notable change to the character of the site which is surrounded  
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by open countryside, hedgerows, and mature trees. The committee agreed 

that this would in no way “Enhance” this area and would in fact have a 

significantly detrimental effect. Para 172 pf the NFPP 2019 attaches great 

weight to conserving. 

 

The site sits outside of the Development Boundary which is there to protect 

greenfield and agricultural sites from being developed.  

 

The proposal is within the Ashdown Forest Zone of Influence. This is an SSSI 

and SAC. Increased traffic generated by this development would negatively 

contribute to carbon and nitrogen emissions, which must be given weight. 

 

The recent SHELAA carried out by Wealden District Council does not support 

development of this site. It is also not supported by the 1998 Wealden local 

plan. 

 

It was felt that the reports provided contained significant holes and appeared 

cavalier. 

 

The comment within the planning statement which supported further breaches 

of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty was noted. The applicant stated "it 

does not matter, another breach as there has already been other 

infringements", however given that this application will not enhance in any way 

the surrounding countryside, those comments should be rejected. We also 

noted there was no reference from Natural England, given the location, this 

should have been referred.  It should further be noted that the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Habitat Regulations are protected by law 

and that the lack of a 5-year land supply does not, override those protections. 

 

Withyham Parish Council Objects to this Application 

 

The first member of the public and The Clerk left the meeting 
 

4. MINUTES 

4.1 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th JULY 2021 
002131 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2021 be taken 

as read and signed by the Chairman 
 

4.2 MATTERS OUTSTANDING FROM THESE MINUTES: - None 
 

The second member of the Public joined the meeting. 
 
5.  ENFORCEMENT – Update to be provided at the next meeting 

 

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

COMMENTS TO BE RETURNED TO WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL  
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6.2 WD/2021/1367/F 7 CORSELEY ROAD, GROOMBRIDGE, TN3 9RH 

Description: SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION TO REAR OF TERRACED 
PROPERTY (Expiry date for comments: 11th August 2021) 

Link to documents on web: 

http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154199 

 

Whilst it was felt the plans were hard to understand, it was noted that there 

were no neighbour comments, and a precedent has been set in the area. 

Withyham Parish Council Supports this Application 

 

6.3  WD/2021/1389/F VILLA FARM, SUSSEX LANE, BLACKHAM, TN3 9UN 
Description: PROPOSED SINGLE-STOREY EXTENSION TO THE EXISTING 
GOLF CLUBHOUSE CREATING KITCHEN AREA, STORAGE SPACE AND 
ADDITIONAL DINING AREA WITH TOILET FACILITIES. (Expiry date for 
comments: 12th August 2021) 

Link to documents on web: 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154222 
 

The committee were please to see a local business expending although would 
have liked to see a reason for the significant increase in size. 

Withyham Parish Council Supports this Application 

 
6.4  WD/2021/1578/F LITTLEBROOK, LYE GREEN, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 

1UU Description: STAND ALONE GARDEN ROOM (Expiry date for 
comments: 17th August 2021) 

Link to documents on web: 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154449 
 

 It was felt that the application does not fit within its environment, is not in 
keeping and does not compliment the house. The committee would like to see 
this referred to the Listed Buildings Officer as it sits within the curtilage of a 
listed building. 

Withyham Parish Council Objects to this Application and requests it is referred 

to the Listed Buildings Officer 

 
6.5  WD/2021/1776/F WINDLESHAW LODGE, BEECH GREEN LANE, TN7 4BD 

Description: DEMOLITION OF SUN ROOM, GARAGE AND OUTBUILDING, 
AND CONSTRUCTION OF A TWO STOREY SIDE AND REAR EXTENSION. 
(Expiry date for comments: 19th August 2021) 

Link to documents on web: 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154697 
 

The committee felt this was an improvement on what is currently in place. It 
was requested that Wealden District Council check if this is with the 
conservation area and if so apply conditions on materials. 

Withyham Parish Council Supports this Application and requests that should 

the application be in a conservation area conditions to reflect this are put in 

place. 
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6.6  WD/2021/1649/F WOODMANS COTTAGE, BLACK HILL, 

CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1XE Description: PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY 
REAR EXTENSION (Expiry date for comments: 20th August 2021) 

Link to documents on web: 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154543 

 
The application sits well within the large property. 

Withyham Parish Council Supports this Application 

 
6.7  WD/2021/1225/F KINGSMEAD, OAK LANE, BLACKHAM, WITHYHAM, TN3 

9UB Description: ERECTION OF PART SINGLE STOREY PART TWO 
STOREY CONTEMPORARY REAR EXTENSION WITH GLAZED LINK AND 
BALCONY AT FIRST FLOOR LEVEL (Expiry date for comments: 23rd August 
2021) 

Link to documents on web: 
http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154008 
 

It was agreed that the application is too large in proportion to the original 
building, it does not blend in and is not in character. The appearance of the 
building would be completely changed. 

Withyham Parish Council Objects to this Application 
 
7. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA - None 

 

002132 RESOLVED that the observations on the planning issues detailed in these 
minutes be submitted to the Planning Authority. 
 

8. PLANNING DECISIONS – ALL NOTED 
 

 APPROVED 
WD/2021/1027/F COVERED PERGOLA AT THE END OF AN EXISTING 

WATER FEATURE AND COMPOSITE BOARD DECKING SIMILARLY 

COLOURED TO BLEND IN GLEN ANDRED WEST, CORSELEY ROAD, 

GROOMBRIDGE, TN3 9PN 
 

WD/2021/1109/F THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MAIN ENTRANCE 

PORCH. GLEBELANDS, SCHOOL LANE, ST. JOHNS, CROWBOROUGH, 

TN6 1SD 
 

WD/2021/1339/F PROPOSED SINGLE STOREY SIDE EXTENSION AND 

REAR DORMER TO EXISTING FAIR ANNAN, WITHYHAM ROAD, 

GROOMBRIDGE, TN3 9QR 
 

WD/2021/1282/F INSTALLATION OF A FREESTANDING ALUMINIUM 

GREENHOUSE OLD BUCKHURST, WITHYHAM ROAD, WITHYHAM, TN7 

4BA 
 

WD/2020/2259/LB INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ALTERATIONS TO TWO 

OUTBUILDINGS SACKVILLE LODGE, LYE GREEN, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 

1UU 
 

WD/2020/2258/F INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ALTERATIONS TO TWO 

OUTBUILDINGS SACKVILLE LODGE, LYE GREEN, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 

1UU 

 

 

http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=154543
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 WITHDRAWN 
 WD/2021/0715/F CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW DWELLING IN PLACE OF 

EXISTING STABLE AND SAND SCHOOL HEATH PLACE, EAST 
GRINSTEAD ROAD, BLACKHAM, WITHYHAM, TN3 9TY 

 
9. MATTERS OF URGENT IMPORTANCE FOR NOTING OR INCLUSION ON 

A FUTURE AGENDA 
 

10. DATE OF MEETING  
To note that the date of the next meeting is on Monday 23rd August 2021 at 
7.00pm to be held at The Parish Office, Groombridge Old Station, unless 
otherwise notified by the agenda. 

 
Meeting closed at 7.37 pm 


