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Minutes of the WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 11th 
November 2019 at 7.30pm at The Old Station, Groombridge 

 
PRESENT Cllrs Nick Anderson, Robin Ashby, Gwen Butcher, Andrew 

Fane, Keith Obbard (and in his capacity as Wealden 
District Councillor for item 6), , Marcus Tarling, Richard 
Thirkell, Paul Watkins (Chair), Linsey Winter 

 
In attendance:  Deborah Siddle, Clerk (minutes) 

County Cllr Francis Whetstone – ESCC (to end item 7)  
2 members of the public 

  
Members of the public are encouraged to come to the meetings and there 
is a 10-minute opportunity at the start of the meeting for them to address 
the Council.  
 
There were two members of the public for item 8 Men’s Sheds. One also 
spoke about Speedwatch, which he is involved with, and that speeding has 
increased particularly near the GP surgery. 
 
The meeting opened. 
 
1. ENQUIRE WHETHER ANYONE PRESENT INTENDS TO FILM, 
PHOTOGRAPH AND/OR RECORD THE MEETING: None. 
 
2. APOLOGIES – Cllr Diana Kelly – family commitment 
       Cllr Jill Pardey – family commitment 
       District Cllr Chris Hardy – WDC 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr Thirkell declared a prejudicial 
interest for items 7a and 8.  
 
4. MINUTES 
4.1. To resolve that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 14th 
October 2019 be taken as read, confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 

 
001773 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2019 were 

approved. 
 
4.2. Matters outstanding from these minutes (not listed as separate agenda 
items) 

 Matters resolved from previous minutes  

Minute no. Who Item 

Pg. 1833 Clerk Planning application for Groombridge play 
area made 

Pg. 1956 Clerk Reported flooding at Summersales Hill via 
Highways Coordinator 

Pg. 1956 Clerk Men’s Sheds design resubmitted to this 
Council meeting 

 



WPC/12.11.2019 – 001971 
 

Pg. 1957 Council Response to the Tunbridge Wells Local Plan 
to this meeting 

Pg. 1957 Councillors Majority of newsletters delivered 

Pg. 1959 Clerk Boiler installation arranged 

Pg. 1960 Councillors Majority of community resilience boxes 
returned for updating and re-issue 

Pg. 1960 Clerk Sickness Policy and Carbon policy on future 
agendas 

 
Actions outstanding from previous minutes  

Minute no. Who Item 

Pg. 1662 Clerk Glass at Balls Green telephone box 
purchased and needs replacing 

Pg. 1711 Cllr Howell Speak with Street Cleaning about debris in 
channels at A264 

Pg. 1807 Clerks Update Emergency Planning boxes after 
elections 

Pg. 1854 Cllr Tarling Speak with Cllr Obbard about WDALC 

Pg. 1876 Clerk Order more type-1 surfacing for Newton 
Willows parking area 

Pg. 1877 Clerk Fix tables at Balls Green community space 

Pg. 1878 Clerk Waterproof holders to be attached to 
noticeboards to hold newsletters 

Pg. 1935 Clerk Cooks Corner noticeboard quotes to next 
F&A 

Pg. 1935 Clerk Audit of noticeboard positions to next F&A 

Pg. 1935 Community 
Warden 

Check for anti-social behaviour around 
Groombridge Village Hall during an early 
evening shift 

Pg. 1955 F&A Committee Review recommendation for fence-line on 
Station Road, Groombridge 

Pg. 1955 Cllr Ashby Provide contact details for hedge layers to 
the Clerk 

Pg. 1955 Clerk Fit a barrier at Balls Green Community Space 
access 

Pg. 1956 Clerk Request from resident more detailed 
information for the proposed defibrillator for 
the November Finance and Administration 
Committee 

Pg. 1957 Clerk Adopt the Projects and Events Policy 

Pg. 1957  Clerk Adopt Employee code of conduct 

Pg. 1957 Clerk Adopt GDPR guidance 

Pg. 1960 F&A Consider impact of length lease on 
Groombridge Recreation Ground 

 
Actions from these Minutes 

Minute no. Who Item 
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Pg. 1965 
 

District Cllr 
Obbard 

Look into why a planning application had 
come to WPC for comment which already had 
a decision notice attached 

Pg. 1965 Clerk Grant permission to St.Thomas’ Church to 
stage a Classic Car and Motorcycle Show at 
Groombridge Recreation Ground 

Pg. 1965 Clerk Follow up with ESCC the hedge that 
encroaches on the pavement on the A264 
from the Ironchurch Lane junction towards 
Ashurst 

Pg. 1966 Clerk Notify Groombridge Men’s Sheds on the 
successful determination of the play area 
planning application 

Pg. 1966 Assistant 
Clerk 

Submit the agreed response to the Tunbridge 
Wells Local Plan 

Pg. 1966 Clerk Circulate the play area planning application 

Pg. 1967 Clerk Circulate the Trust Deed and lease to F&A 
with papers for January F&A 

Pg. 1967 Clerk Circulate the Unsung Helpers guest list to 
councillors 

Pg. 1967 Clerk Adopt the Petitions Policy 

Pg. 1967  Clarify to Cllr Obbard what income had been 
received under budget 1000 Miscellaneous 
Receipts 

Pg. 1969 Clerk Agree to paying for 4 additional urban cuts in 
2020/21 

Pg. 1969 Road Safety 
Committee 
and Finance & 
Administration 
Committee 

Consider wildflower verges and undertaking 
our own maintenance, possibly working with 
neighbouring councils, before next budget 
setting 

Pg. 1970 Clerk Look at date for Business Planning at GVH, 
suggested date 25 January 

Pg. 1970 Clerk Sickness Policy and climate change to go on 
future agendas 

 
 
5. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
To receive the following minutes of committees and to approve and confirm 
recommendations contained therein and as far as requisite, the action 
taken by them. 
5.1 Rights of Way – 5th August 2019 

001774 RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the Rights of Way Committee – 5th 
August 2019 
5.2 Planning Committee – 14th October 2019 

001775 RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of the Planning Committee – 14th October 
2019 
5.3 Planning – 29th October 2019 - cancelled 
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To receive the following draft minutes of committees and to note 
recommendations contained therein and as far as requisite, the action 
taken by them - None. 

 
6. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT and COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Obbard, in his capacity as District Councillor, told the meeting that it is a 
good idea for members of the public to write a letter of support or objection 
with regards to planning applications as these carry weight with WDC 
Planning. 
 
All WDC public meetings are streamed live via the WDC website, and 
archived files can be found. 
 
Regarding the WDC Local Plan, the Planning Inspectorate shared the 
findings of the examination to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government (MHCLG) on 25th October 2019. Unfortunately, the 
findings had not been released by MHCLG before the pre-election period 
which started on 6 November and so WDC will not be receiving the findings 
until after the election. 
 
Work has begun on the next financial year budget based on the presumption 
of a rise equivalent to £5 on a Band D property. Spend in 2018/19 on core 
services fell by 17% per head. Last year WDC collected £157M in Council 
Tax. 
 
WDC has commissioned consultants to develop the WDC Climate 
Emergency Plan. On calculating WDC’s carbon footprint, the majority of the 
Council’s footprint is on its buildings including council houses, while for the 
District the major issue is transport emissions. Across the District there has 
been a fall of 31% in CO2 emissions since 2005, largely due to 
decarbonisation of the National Grid. It was noted that this reduction does 
not take into account aircraft flying over the District. 
 
WPC Councillors noted that the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Local Plan 
appears to be diametrically opposed to the Wealden Local Plan, with 
development close to the Kent/Sussex border in the TWBC Plan and 
development in the south of District to be away from the Ashdown Forest in 
the WDC Local Plan. It is understood that there has been opposition from 
developers and neighbouring District and Borough Council to the WDC Local 
Plan, but due to purdah it has not been possible to reflect on that in the 
response to the TWBC Local Plan. Cllr Obbard confirmed that WDC’s 
response to the TWBC Local Plan was not yet available to refer to. Whilst 
WDC has avoided development on greenbelt and AONB, TWBC includes 
this; Cllr Obbard understands that national guidelines are that building in 
these areas should only be in exceptional circumstances. 
 
Cllr Obbard had attended a tour of developments around Hailsham and 
Heathfield with other District Councillors and members of WDC Planning 
which he had found to be very informative. 
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The Planning Committee for WPC queried why an application had come to 
them for comment which already had a decision notice attached. Cllr Obbard 
would look into this. 

 
County Cllr Whetstone mentioned the volume of rain currently being 
experienced and that with frost there will be more potholes. Councillors 
mentioned flooding at several sites in the parish, including Beech Green 
Lane, Birchden, Summersales Hill and the Sussex Oak. The Clerk confirmed 
that the Highways Coordinator had visited sites across the parish with the 
East Sussex Highways Steward, who had reported them through. Cllr 
Whetstone feels that drainage clearance is being undertaken on a reactive 
rather than proactive basis. Cllr Whetstone reiterated that budget cuts 
continue to have an impact and that there is a serios issue with social 
services budgets. 
 
7. WARD REPORTS 
a) Groombridge Ward (Groombridge) 
Speeding is an issue on the Withyham Road and Speedwatch does have 
sessions there to remind people of the speed limits. Residents concerned 
about speeding in the parish should contact WPC if they are interested in 
joining Speedwatch. The January Road Safety Committee will be 
considering quotes for movable Speed Indicator Devices, the Assistant Clerk 
has locations that have been authorised by ESCC to site these. 
 
Crossing between the parking area and the GP surgery is difficult for older 
people. It was noted that parking across the village can be an issue and that 
the Community Warden monitors this. 
 
The new streetlight at Corseley Road/Meadow Road has been installed and 
councillors were pleased to say that the light is directional so should not be 
an issue for surrounding houses. 
 
WPC had been asked by St.Thomas’ Church for permission to stage a 
Classic Car and Motorcycle Show on Sunday 5th July’ 2020. This was 
granted.  
 
b) Groombridge Ward (Withyham/Blackham) 
It was noted that speeding on the A264 continues to be an issue, particularly 
on Sundays. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the dog bin had been moved as requested at 
Blackham. 
 
The hedge continues to encroach on the pavement on the A264 from the 
Ironchurch Lane junction towards Ashurst. It is understood that the 
landowners intend to cut the hedge, however the Clerk was asked to follow 
up with ESCC. 
 
c) Marden’s Hill Ward 
Flooding at the bottom of Summerales Hill continues to be an issue.  
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Cllr Whetstone left the meeting. 
 
8. GROOMBRIDGE MEN’S SHEDS 
Cllr Thirkell withdrew and observed for this agenda item. 
 
Councillors received a document from the Clerk summarising constraints, 
assumptions and risks that councillors should feel confident had been 
considered before agreeing that a planning application could proceed. This 
is because WPC is custodian of Groombridge Recreation Ground and so it 
has to consider the interests of its asset first and foremost. 
 
The roofing material and external cladding was queried as was the size and 
location. However, the majority of councillors felt that the conditions set at 
the previous meeting had been met and consequently there should be no 
further requirements to alter the design. 
 
It was noted that the new play area planning application had been submitted 
to WDC and that this is a project of WPC. WDC had stated that “any change 
in circumstance at a site will affect any other proposals, but the question is 
the extent of any impact”. Councillors therefore agreed that any planning 
application from Men’s Sheds should wait until after a successful 
determination of the play area application. 
 
It was suggested that in the meantime Men’s Sheds might benefit from pre-
application advice from WDC about their project and the possible impact of 
the play area, but Groombridge Men’s Sheds did not feel that this would be 
useful. 
 

001776 RESOLVED to approve Groombridge Men’s Sheds submitting a planning 
application based on the designs that had been presented to this meeting.  
This should follow the successful determination of the play area planning 
application. 
 
Cllr Thirkell joined the meeting. 
 
9. TUNBRIDGE WELLS LOCAL PLAN – to consider recommendations 
from Planning Committee 
Councillors had received the draft WPC response prior to the meeting and 
the Planning Committee meeting earlier that evening had agreed it with an 
additional paragraph to set the context as to why WPC was making the 
response. 

001777 RESOLVED to submit the agreed response to the Tunbridge Wells Local 
Plan to meet the deadline. 
 
10. GROOMBRIDGE PLAY AREA 
The Clerk updated the meeting that the planning application for the play area 
at Groombridge Recreation Ground had been submitted.  Councillors 
requested a copy of this. 
 
Work was ongoing on the tender documents and these would be finalised 
presently.  The group is also looking at options for fundraising and raising 
awareness. 
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It was noted that WPC’s current lease on Groombridge Recreation Ground 
is to 2035 and that Finance and Administration Committee will be considering  
ownership. The Clerk would circulate the Trust Deed and lease to F&A with 
papers, likely in January. 
 
11. WITHYHAM PARISH VOLUNTEERS 
The Clerk reported that Gail Clarkson, who had looked after the 
administration of the community café, was stepping down from that role. 
Council extended its thanks. This role would now be undertaken by the 
Administrative Assistant. 
 
Karen White kindly continues to organise the Amblers group, and a meeting 
will be held in January to discuss hoe to involve more volunteers for devising 
walks, posters and pre-assessment walks. 
 
Cllr Thirkell had drafted a letter for near residents of Park Corner Pond 
seeking views and suggestions for what works might be undertaken there. 
Responses would be collated and works considered in the spring. 
 
Volunteers involved in folding and distributing the newsletter were thanked. 
 
12. UNSUNG HELPERS 
Council AGREED to have a celebration of all the volunteers who have 
supported WPC over 2019, to follow a brief Council meeting on 9th 
December.  The Clerk would circulate the guest list to councillors. 
 
13. POLICIES 
13.1 Petitions Policy 
It was confirmed that this policy applies to documents containing multiple 
signatures rather than to individual letters. 

001778 RESOLVED to adopt the Petitions Policy. 
 

14. FINANCE 
14.1 To note the report showing payments made to date against budgets 
Noted. Cllr Obbard asked the Clerk to clarify what income had been 
received under budget 1000 Miscellaneous Receipts. 
 

14.2 To note the payment of invoices and regular payments made in 
November by delegated authority  

CASHBOOK 1 (GENERAL ACCOUNT) 
  

Chq/BACS 
no 

Payee Detail Net 
amount 

Budget code 

BACS161 SSALC Clerks Networking Day x 2 110.00 4009 

BACS162 David Carden Job evaluation 344.10 4040 

BACS163 Viking Stamps 66.74 4015 

BACS164 Commercial Services Grass cutting (GRG, Tanyard, Teasley 
Mead, Balls Green, St Johns Reading 
Room) 

2820.44 4205/ 4240/ 
4260/ 4261 
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BACS165 Appointment Business 
Machines 

Copier usage Sep 40.42 4017 

BACS166 Deborah Siddle Lunch (Job eval) & Mileage Clerks 
networking 

16.90 4009 

BACS167 Knockout Print Printing newsletter 165.00 4019 

BACS168 SME IT support       
Phones Jun- Sep 

211.3 
272.68 

4021 
4013 

BACS169 Wealden District Council Resiting of dog bin (Blackham) 150.00 4213 

BACS170 Biffa Office waste Oct 153.14 4506 

BACS171 WDALC Subs 2019/20 31.00 4008 

BACS172 Sam Thomas Mileage (PMP) 32.40 4003 

BACS173 WIT0012 WPC Salary  Total 
2962.90 

4000 

BACS174 WIT0008 WPC Salary  4000 

BACS175 WIT0015 WPC Salary & Oct overtime 4000 

BACS176 WIT0007 WPC Salary & Oct overtime 4000 

BACS177 WIT0013 WPC Salary  4003 

DDNEST1019 NEST Pensions NEST Pensions Contribution 227.55 4001 

      7120.59   

 
 
Payments made Outside the Meeting  

Chq/BACS 
no 

Payee Detail Net 
amount 

Budget code 

BACS158 Swale Heating 50% deposit replacement boiler 1195.00 4500 

BACS159 S Taylor Play grade wood chip GRG play area 138.20 4220 

BACS160 Ray Bailey Window cleaning 30.00 4503 

      1195.00   

 
Cashbook 3 Prepaid Card  

Payment no Payee Detail Amount Budget 

PP22 Planning Portal Planning permission - GRG play area 259 4040  
EMR9027 

PP23 Amazon Monitor stand 23.99 4015 

PP24 Milk & More Milk 6.48 4510 

      289.47   

 
Receipts - None 
 
Monthly payments by DD/Standing Order 

Payment 
type 

Payee Detail Amount Budget 

DDBE1119 Bristol Energy  electricity 135.53 4502 

DDOE1119 Opus Energy Gas 58.37 4502 

SOTN1119 T Newman  Rent 625 4012 

SONH1119 N Houghton  Rent 625 4012 
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HSBC1119 HSBC  Bank charges 8 4600 

DDBS1119 Business Stream Waste water 5 4502 

      1456.9   

 
 
001779 RESOLVED to pay the November invoices listed above, to pay by 

BACS/sign the cheques accordingly. 
  

 14.3 To consider ES Highways’ quote for urban verge cuts 
Councillors had received ES Highways’ proposal prior to the meeting to 
either just receive two urban cuts from ESH, to pay for an additional 4 cuts 
to continue 6 cuts, or to pay our own contractors.  
 
It was noted that alternative quotes had previously been obtained for WPC 
to pay for cuts and these had been very high.  
 
Road Safety Committee would be considering wildflower verges at their 
January meeting, but should they agree these it would take time to research 
and obtain agreements from ESH.  Wildflower verges also require 
appropriate management, so further research would be needed into 
alternative contractors who could operate suitable schedules.  It was 
suggested that surrounding councils might be able to work together on this. 
 

001780 RESOLVED to agree to WPC paying for 4 additional urban cuts in 2020/21. 
 
 It was AGREED that Road Safety Committee and Finance and 

Administration Committee should consider wildflower verges and 
undertaking our own maintenance, possibly working with neighbouring 
councils, before next budget setting. 

  
 14.4 To consider quotes 

There were no quotes. 
 
15. REPORTS ON MEETINGS and CONFERENCES ATTENDED BY 
COUNCILLORS  
A meeting had been held at WPC between Inspector Jon Gross and a range 
of representatives from the community following the tragic death of a young 
person in Groombridge.  Inspector Gross noted the areas where it is 
suspected that drugs related activity takes place in the parish and noted 
concerns about police response. He explained that Sussex Police is moving 
towards area assigned PCSOs, which would be communicated to WPC in 
November, and would assign this piece of work to the area PCSOs to work 
with the community. 
 
Cllr Thirkell had attended a Gatwick Obviously Not meeting at Penshurst 
which was well attended. This was the launch of the Gatwick’s Big Enough 
campaign, a banner under which a number of groups are uniting.  Concerns 
are that 40% more flights will increase air noise and CO2. Gatwick intends 
to achieve some of this growth through the standby runway, which will 
require planning permission.  As the majority of the growth will be from the 
existing runway which does not require planning permission, the campaign  
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aims to have the whole things called in for consideration rather than just 
part. 

 
Cllr Tarling had attended a High Weald Councils Against Air Noise meeting 
and proposed that all Local Plans should have to take into account the 
impact of Gatwick on their communities. 
 
All Parish Councils would likely be approached for funding towards these 
campaigns. The next Air Traffic Committee would be considering WPCs 
affiliation with groups. Councillors are currently not on action groups, they 
attend as individuals. 
 
Cllr Watkins would be attending Finance training on Wednesday and invited 
any other interested councillors. 
 
16. CLERK’S REPORT  
Wreaths had been purchased from the Chair’s Allowance and had been 
placed at all four parish churches’ remembrance services. 
 
The Clerk updated councillors that at the Staff Committee earlier that 
evening concerns had been raised about workloads, and this would be 
looked at. 
 
Councillors considered a date for Business Planning and agreed that it 
would be a good idea to have it at Groombridge Village Hall on a 
Community Café day. The Clerk would look at 25 January. 
 
Staff Committee had AGREED that the parish office would close for 
Christmas from noon on Christmas Eve and reopen on 2nd January. 
 
17. MATTERS OF URGENT IMPORTANCE FOR NOTING OR 
INCLUSION ON A FUTURE AGENDA  

• Sickness Policy - December 

• Climate Change – January  
 
21. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To note that the date of the next Council meeting is Monday 9th December 
2019 at 7.30 pm at The Old Station, Groombridge preceded by a Planning 
committee meeting at 7 pm and followed by a celebration of unsung 
helpers. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm  


